
SELECTION CRITERA FOR CARBON FARM PLANS 2017 
 

Landowner Homework due Before Ranking Site Visit 
- Landowners need to submit contact information for everyone with veto power on the land/operation/etc. 
- Landowner will review a checklist of co-benefits and then they’ll check those co-benefits that they think apply to 
Carbon Farming. (It won’t necessarily be accurate, but we’ll learn something about their understanding of C.) 

2017 CFP SCORING QUESTIONS (1 - 3 point per question)  

LANDOWNER/S INTEREST  

1. Did the owner/operator rancher apply to be considered in a previous CFP round? (consideration goes to 
qualified previous applicants) 

2. Are all people with the power of veto on board? 
3. Does the producer understand the goals and significance of the MCP, role of carbon in the farm ecosystem, 

and carbon market challenges and potentials? If not are they willing to learn and ask questions?  
4. Willing to potentially host prospective funders or farmers?   

FARM MANAGEMENT 

5. Does the producer have a proactive stewardship record, if not a new landowner/lessee, showing they have 
the potential to be an innovator/ trailblazer motivated to become a carbon farmer reasons beyond potential 
financial gain/marketing? Do these people have the ability to create new ideas for their ranch, bring their 
plan to life? 

6. Is the producer willing to be an engaged partner, clearly in charge of day-to-day management? Has the 
rancher demonstrated engagement in past conservation programs:  NRCS/MRCD/MALT?  

7. Will the project support the continuation of working farm/ranch or dairy/ agriculture into the future, long 
term, is there a sense of clear succession in place? 

8. Does the project support a multigenerational farm (ITF discussion… do we keep this or not)? 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION POTENTIAL 

9. Are carbon-beneficial practices implemented likely to be maintained to insure the long-term sequestration of 
that carbon?  

10. Does the project offer significant overall carbon sequestration potential (ie, tonnes per acre, relative to the 
scale of the farm/ranch)?  

11. Are particularly unique carbon capture potential practices feasible on this ranch (logistically & ecologically)? 
12. Is this project likely to promote others in the area?  
13. Is the project contiguous with existing/potential high quality habitat or wildlife corridors?   
14. Adjacent land use(s) does (do) not threaten project objectives and long term potential benefits or CO2e 

permanence? 

TIMING & FUNDING  

15. Will the plan and at least one practice be completed within the 3-year timeframe, if funding can be provided?   
16. Does this project have the potential to attract funding, if needed?  
17. Are there other significant co-benefits, resource concerns, or issues that prioritize this operation for a CFP. 


